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tne genus Vicia, having pinnate leaves and small, usually 
purplish flowers. J M E fecche < OFr. veche < Lat. vicia.] - - 
vetch-ling (vech'ling) n. Any of several plants of the genus 
V Lathyrus, having pinnate leaves, slender tendrils, and small, 

variously colored flowers. . 
veteran (veYar-an, vet'ran).*. 1. One who has a long record 
of service in a given activity or capacity. 2. One who has 
been a member of the armed forces, —modifier, a veteran 
actor; veteran benefits. [Fr. veteran < JLat. veteranus < vetus 
old.] . 

Veterans Day n. November , 1 1,. a holiday celebrated in 
memory. of the armistice ending World War I in 1918 and in 
honor of veterans of the armed services. 
vet-eM-nar-i-an (vet'ar-a r nar'e-an, vdt^) n. A person 
trained and authorized to treat animals medically 
vet-eM-nar-y OveTsrra-ner'eVvet^) adj. Of, pertaining to, 
or being the science of the. diagnosis and treatment of dis- 
eases and injuries of animals,, esp. domestic animals. — n. t 
/>/. -ies. A veterinarian. (Lat. veterinarius, pertaining to 
beasts of burden < veterinus < veterinae, beasts of burden ] 
veterinary medicine n. The medical science of the diagno- 
sis and treatment of animal diseases and injuries, 
veterinary surgeon n. A veterinarian. 
veH'yer (veYa-var) n. 1. A grass, Vetiveria zizanioides, of 
tropical Asia, cultivated for its aromatic roots that yield an 
oil used in perfumery. 2. The roots of the vetiver. [Fr < 
Tamil yetfiveru.] ...... 

veH-vert (veVa-vurt') n. The, essential oil of the vetiver [Al- 
teration Of VETIVER.} .-J 
ve-to (vl'tb) n., pi -toes. i. a. The vested power or constitu- 
tional right of one branch or department of government, 
esp. the right pf a chief executive, to reject a bill passed by' 
a legislative body and thus prevent or delay its enactment 
into law. b.^The exercise of this;nght. c. The official docu- 
ment communicating the rejection and the reasons for it. 
2. : An authoritative prohibition or rejection of a proposed or 
intended act. — tr.v. -toed, -to-ing, -toes. 1. To, prevent (a 
legislative bill) from becoming law by exercising the power 
of veto.. 2. To forbid pr .prevent authoritatively; prohibit 
[Lat., I forbid.] —ve'to-er /». ; ' 
vex (v£ksj tr.v. vexed, vexing, vex-es. 1. a. to irritate or 
annoy; bother: vexed by his daughters constant talking. 
b. To bring physical discomfort to: His sprained ankle vexed 
him all night. 2. To baffle; puzzle. 3; To talk about or de- 
bate at length: a vexed question. 4. To toss about or shake 
up. [}4E yexen < ,OFr.<vexer < Lat. yexare.) — vex'ed-ly 
(v£k'sid-I&) adv. '— vex'er n. ;— vex'lng-ly adv. 
vex-a-tion (v£k-s,a'shan) n. .1. The act of vexing. 2. the state 
or condition of being vexed; annoyance. 3. A source>of irri- 
tation or annoyance. 
vex*a««pus .(v6k-sa'slps) adj.- 1. Causing or creating vex- 
ation; annoying. 2. Full of vexation; annoyed., 3,. Intended 
to vex or annoy. — ve»-a'tJous-ly adv. — vex-a'tious-ness n 
vex-il-la (ygk-sjl'a) n. Plural " of vexillum. 
vex-il-lary (veVsa-leVe) pi. -lea. 1. A member .of .the old- 
est class ol army veterans who served under a special stan- 
dard in ancient Rome: 2. A standard-bearer. [Lat. 
vexillarius < : vexillum,: flag, dim, of velum, a covering,] 
vex-il-late (vek'sa-iit f r lat'> adj. Having a vexillum:. 
vex-iHum (vdk-siTam) n., pi. -il ia (-sfl'a). 1. Bot. A usualiy 
enlarged upper petal of certain, flowers; standard:- 2. Zool. 
The weblike part of a feather; vane! [Lat., flag, dim. of ve- 
lum, a covering.] . 1 . . v 
V format n. Cqrnputer ScL-A n^thod of presenting data- 
processor output in such a way as to begin each record with 
an indication of its length. 
vi«a (vTa* ve'a) prep. 1.By way of: went to Pittsburgh, via 
Philadelphia. 2. By means -of: sent the letter via airmail. 
[Lat,, ablative of via, road.] : . 
vi-a-ble (vi'a-bal) adj. 1. Capable of living, as a newborn 
infant or fetus reaching ; a stage of development that will 
permit it to survive and develop under normal conditions. 
2. Capable^ of living, developing, or germinating under far. 
vorable conditions, 3. Capable of success or continuing ef- 
fectiveness; practicable: a viable national economy. [Fr. < 
OFr. < vie, life <Lat >; ;V//a,] — vi'a-bil'i-ty n. — vi'a-bly adv. 
Vi-a Do-lo-ro*sa (vi'a do'la-ro'sa, ve'a) ». 1. Jesus' route 
from Pilate's judgment hall to Golgotha. 2. A difficult 
course or experience. [Lat., road of sorrow.] 
vi'a'duct (ylVdukt').n. A. series. of spans or arches used to 
carry a road or railroad over a wide valley or over other 
roads or railroads. [Lat. via, road + (aQua)ducT;) .... 
vhal (vj'al) n. A small container, usually with a closure, used 
esp, for liquids, --tr.v. -aled, -al-lng, -als or -ailed, -al-ling, 
-als. To put or keep in or as if in a vial. (ME viole, var. of 
fiol. —see phial.] 

vi«a me-di-a (vi'a me'de-a, med'e-a, ma'de-a, ve'a) vi. A mid- 
dle course or way. [Lat.] : . 

vi-and (v^and) n. 1.;a. An article of food. b. A very choice 
-. or delicious dish. 2. viands. Provisions; victuals. [ME 
/ viaunde < OFr. viande < VLat. *vivanda, var. of Lat. vivenda, 
neuter pi. gerund, of viyere, to live.] 

vi-aHc (vf-atTk) also vi-afi-cal (-I-kal) adj. Of or pertaining 
to traveling, a road, or a way. [Lat. viaticus < via, road.] 
vi-at-i-cum (vl,fit1-kam v ,ye0 n„ pi -ca (-ka) or -cums.1. Ec- 
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; of death. 2. Supplies for a journey. [Lat., travelin/S?^ 
siqn&< yiaticus, . viatic] 5 
vibes (vibz) pf.n.1.. Informal. A vibraphone. 2. Slang "a^ 
tinctive emotional reaction; vibrations! [Shorteqecf V ai 
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'-Var^f 



vi-brac-u-lum (vT-brak'ya-lam) n., pi. -la (-la). One o?$L 
Ipng; whipHke filaments on the surface of certain brvS* 
colonies. [NLat. < Lat. yibrare, to shake.] — vl-bra^i^^ 1 
7-vl-brac'u-loid : adj. 

vi-bra-harp (vt'bra-harp') rtl A vibraphone. 1 
vi-brant (vf brant) adj. 1. Exhibiting, characterized by' o?S 
suiting from vibration; vibrating. 2. Pulsing or throbbiii 
with energy or activity; a vibrant personality. — vrbrait^f 
.^vi'branWy - T *®$m 

vi-bra-phone ; (vT'br3 T f6nr) n. A musical instrument ;&iiSbr 
to a marimba but having metal bars and. rotating disSm 
the resonators to produce a vibrato. Tvibra(te) + -phSJi 
— vi'bra*phon 1st n f 
vi-brate (vrbrat ) v. -bratred, rbraWng, -brates. -^inir A% 
move back, and forth rapidly. 2. to produce a sound?S 
nate. 3.=T^ be moved emotionally; thrill: vibrate with S 
menL 4. To fluctuate , or . waver in making choices; vacOlate" 
— tr. 1. To cause to tremble or quiver. 2. To cause Jo move 
back and forth rapidly, 3. To produce (sound) by ^braffi, 
[Lat. vibrare, vibrat-.) 

vi-bra-tile (vi'bra-tl-tll ) aaj 1, Characterized by vibraywl 
2. Capable of or adapted to vibratory motion. f Fr -'.<15 
. vibrare, to vibrate.] — vi bra*ti J'l-ty (Ani- 1$) n. ' . ... ry ^ rmf 

vi-bra-tion (virbra'shan). hi 1. The act. of vibrafing- '"'£ 
condition .of being vibrated. 3. Physics, a. A .rapid l| 
rnotiqn of a particle or of an elastic solid about an ear 
rium position, b. A periodic process, 4. A single comj 
vibrating motion; quiver. 5. vibrations. Slang. A distiii 
emotional aura or atmosphere capable of being instinp^ 
sensed or experienced; vibes. — vl-bra'tiorval adj 
vi'bra-tive (yT'bra-tly),^. Vibratory. ^ 
vi-bra-to (va-brd'to, ve-) n. t pi. Aos. Mus. A tremulqusjOT 
pulsating effect produced in an, instrumental or vocaJitane 
by barely perceptible minute and. rapid variations uijpSL 
[Ital. < Lat. vibratus. p.part. of vibrare, to vibrate.] « ^ 
vi-bra-tor (yT'brrtar). n., 1. ; Something that: vibrates 0 |So 
electrically, operated device used for massage. 3.,An ejgptpr 
cai device, consisting .basically of a vibrating conductor in- 
terrupting a current. , ., 
vi-bra-to-ry (vl'brartdr'e, -tor'e) adj.-A. Of, characteriz§&y. 
or consisting of vibration. 2. Causing : vibration. 3. ViJ>rai- 
ing or capable of vibration. : . , ^ a ^, 

yib-riro (yib're-o'). n., ;pl ros.. Any ; of.. various S-shap^r 
comma-shaped microorganisms of the genus Vibrio, 
comma, which causes cholera. [NLat. Vibrio, gerius nigQf& 
vibrare, , to vibrate .(from their, vibratory motion) ] 
oid'(-oid') o<#, . . . , v . , ... , 0 ^ • 

vib-ri-o-sis .(vib^e-o'sis) n,, : pl ,se* (-sez') A disease 
by vibrios. ...... .; . «... .,• * 

vi-bris-sa (vi-bris'a, va-) n., pi -bris-sae (-bns'e). A stiff 
or. hairlike projection, as a nostril hair^ one 6f the wlui«3? 
of a cat, or one of the modified feathers near, the beak 
insectivorous bird. [Lat. yibrissae {p\.) < vibrare, to vibrato] 
vi-bron-ic (vi-bronTk) adj. Of or pertaining to changes^ 
molecular energy states, resulting from- vibrational •§acg» 

[yiBR( : ATION)-,+ (ELECTRONIC.]/ ./ • . ".. . T^r* 

vi'bunnum (vi-bu^nam) /!., Any of. ^various shrubs or ajeaflf 
the .genus Viburnum, » characteristically having clusters^ 
smaU white flowers and berrylike red or black fruit, [Jhjfe 
Viburnum, genus name < Lat.. viburnum, the wayfaringiVS&l 
vic-ar (vik'ar) n. 1. In the Church ; of England, the pri^tM? 
pansh.who receives a stipend or, salary but does not receffj 
the tithes, of a parish. 2. In the Episcopal Church, c0£ 
United States, a clergyman in charge of. a chapel. 3.40^ 
Anglican Communion generally, a clergyman actjngiipr 
place of a rector or bishop. 4. Rom. Cath. Cfa A cler ~ 
who acts for or represents another, often higherr^,, 
member of the clergy. [ME < OFr. vicaire < Lat. vicmu0 
substitute < vicarius, vicarious < vicis, change.] - 
vic-ar-age (yik^ar-ij) n. 1. the residence of a vicar. 
benefice, of a vicar. 3. The^duties or office of a vicar., (0.. 
vicar apostolic ./?., pi vicars apostolic. Rom. Cat^. C^W 
titular bishop who administers a region that is.noij.yiM 
diocese as a representative of the Holy See. 2. A r &W> 
bishop appointed to administer to a vacant see in vvhiej)^ 
succession of bishops has been interrupted. 3. A bishi©$ 
archbishop formerly delegated by the pope to actv^# 
stead- in . a particular region. y^S' 
vic-ar-ate (^vik'ar-it, -a-rat')7i. A.vicariate. > ".' -\ 
vicar fo-rane (fd-ran' r f6-) n., pl vicars tor ar\e. Rom. , 
Ch. A priest who by, a, bishop's appointment exercis.e^4% ■ .', 
ited jurisdiction over the clergy in a district of a &Q&$ - : 
[Med., Lett, fpranus, foreign < Lat. foras, outside ] rotf^iV; 
vicar general n., pi, vicars general. 1. Rom. Cath. Ch.m<i ; 
priest acting.as deputy to a bishop to assist \i\m\n ASMi^ 
ministration of his diocese, b. the. head of a reiigiouSiOfd&r- 
2. An ecclesiastical official in the Church of England^^ - J 
.ally a layman, who assists an archbishop or .bishopJSf^ / 
ministrative and judicial duties. , U'A S««V* ' 

vi-caH*al (vi-kar'^al, -kar'-, vh) adj. 1, Of or relatingi^ ; 
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